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)' Mirthiat the Tea-T: 
“plar,’ was highly ‘delighted with jit, and .the ‘next 


é Day being with fome of his Inns-of-Court Acquain: 
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| Wednefday, April x9. 1713. 


OM Lizard ‘told vs. a Story, the other 


‘Day, of-fome Perfons which our Family “ 
* _° know’ very. weil, with fo.much Homoir 
aud’ Life, that it caufed.a great deal of: 


2 


able. His Brother Will, the Tem- 


tance, refolved" (whether out of the Benevolence, 

or the Pride of his ert, | will.not determine) to 
i he — — Ha- 

mour enogh: »-1 was it’ great Pain ‘for 

heard him. begin, and: was ‘fot’ at’ af 

‘Tittle ‘moved by it, . Will, 


blufhed, looked‘round the Room, and with a forced 


‘Laugh, Faith, Gentlemen, faid he, I do wot know - 


him.,when I - 
all’ farprized to * 


often depends upon the Make of the Body, and For- 
mation of the Festyres of him who.relates it. | 
‘have been of this Opinion, ever fince | criticifed up- 
on the Chin of Dick Dewlap. I very often had the 
Weaknets to repine at the Profperity of his. Conceits, 
which made him pals for a Wit with the Widow 
at the Coffee-houte, and the ordinary Mechanicks 


- thar frequent it ; nor could I my.felf forbear ‘laugh- 


ing at them moft heartily, thoagh upon Examination [ 
thought moft of them very flat and infipid. 1 found, 
after ‘fome time, that the Merit .of his “Wit was 
founded upon the thaking of a fat Paunch, and the 
toffing up of aPair of Rofie Jowles. Poor Dickhad 
a Fic of Sicknefs,‘which robbed him of his Fat and 
‘his Fameat on¢e; ‘and it_was full. three Months be- 


fore he regained his Reputation, which rofe in pro- 
“portion to his Floridity, Ele.is now very. jolly and 
ingenious, and hath a good Conftitution for. Wit. 
-:-Thofe, who are thus adorned with the'Gifts of 
‘Nature, ate.apt to thow their Parts with too much 
Oftentation.’ I would therefore-advife .all the Pro- 
feffors of this. Art never to. tell Stories ; but as they 
feem-to grow out of the Subje& Matter of the Con- 
‘verfation, or as they ferve te illuftrate or enliven it. 
Stories, that are very Common, are generally irk- 
fome; but may ‘be aptly introduced, provided they 
be only hinted at, and mentioned by way of Allu- 
fion. Thofe, that are altogether new, fhould never 
be ufhered'in, without a fhort’ and, pertinent Chara- 


i what makes you lovk fo grave ; it was an admirable - 
« Story when I beard it. 9 
a “When t came homed fell into a profound Con=- 
“<templation opor Story-telling, and as I have no=* 
ah, thing fo mucti at Heart as the Good of my Coun: 
cin try, -1-refolved to lay down fomePrecantions upor 
Soe aes s 
_ T have.often thought that a Story-telleris born, as - 
‘sa Well as a Poet.’ It is, I think, certain, that fome- 
“‘téef Men have .fach a pecutiar Caft of Mind, that they: 
be yee things in another Light, than Men. of grave Dit- 
: {pofitions. Memofalively Imagination, and a mirth-. 
Fleee fr of fal. Femper,- will reprefent things to their Hearers:- 
b anJ Print yin the fame manner ‘as they ‘themfelves were affe@- .. 


|. ed with them; abd ‘whereas ferious Spirits might 
righ: perhaps have been difgufted at the fightiof fome odd 
*O yet the very fame Occurrences *'. 
«fhall pleafe them ina well-told Story, where the dif- * 
, agreeable Parts ‘of the Images are concealed,..and - 
‘poll , thofe.only which are pleafing exhibited to the Fancy. °°: 
"SH  Story-telling is. therefore not an Art, but what we °. 
1 wealla Knack; it doth not fo much fubfit. upon Wit - 


Iccurrences in « ife; 


“as upon Humour; and | will add, that it is not 


ii -perfe&t without proper Gefticulations of the Body, 
§ which naturally attend fuch merry Emotions of the - 
“Mind. I know very well, that a certain Gravity of 


-Countenance fets fome Stories off to Advantage, 
where the Hearer is to be furprizedin the End; but 
this is by-no:means a general Rule; for it is fre- 
(quently ‘convenient to ‘aid and affift, by cheerful 
Looks, .and. whimiical Agitations.' [ will go yet 
farther, and affirm that the Succefs of a Story very 


(Price Two Pence.) 





Ger of the chief Perfons concerned ; becaufe, by 
that means, you makethe Company. acquainted with 
them ; and i is a certain Rale, :that flight. and tri- 
vial Accoutits-of thofe who are familiar to us, ad- 
minifter, more Mirth ‘than the brighteft Points of 
‘Wit in unknown Charaétess. A little Circumftance, 
in: the Complexion or Drefs of the Man.you are 
talking ‘of, féts his Image’before the Hearer, if it be 
chofen aptly for the Story. Thus, I remember, Zum 
Lizard, after having made his Siftersmerry with an 
Account-of-a formal old Man’s way of Compli- 
menting, owned very frankly, thathis Story would 
not have been worth one Farthing, if he had made the 
Hatof him whom he reprefented one Inch narrower. 
Befides. the marking’ diftin@ CharaQers, and fele&- 
ing pertinent: Circumftances, it is likewife neceflary 
to leave off in time, and end fmartly. So thatthere 
is a kind of Drama in the forming of a Story, and 
° the 








the manner of condu@ing and pointing it is the 
fame as in an Epigram. It is a miferable thing, af- 
ter one hath railed she Expe@tation of the Company 
by huniorous Charaéters; and a pretty Conceit, to 
yarfue the Matter too far.’. There is no-retreating, 
and how poor is it for a Story-teiler toend his Re- 
. lation by faying, Zhaz's all! - “om 
' , As the chuling of pertinent Circumftances is the 
Life of a Story,~“and that wherein Humoonr prin- 
cipally confifts; fo the Colle&ors of impertinent 
Particulars are the very Bzie and. Opiates of Con- 
verfation. Old Men are great Tranfgreffors this 
Way. Poor Ned Poppy — he’s gone!——wWas a 
very honeft,Man, but was fo exceffively tedious o- 
ver his Pipe, that he was not to te endured, He 
. knew fo exa@ly what they had for Dinner; when 
fuch a thing happened ; in what Ditch his bay Stone- 
Horfe had his Sprain at that time; and how his 
Man Fobs — no! *twas William, flarted a Hare in 
the Common Field ; that he never got to thé end 
of his Tale. Then he was'extreamly. particular in 
Marriages and Inter-marriages, and Coulias twice or 
thrice removed ; and whether fuch a thing happen- 


_ ed at the latter End of Faly or-the beginning of 
| Auguft. He had a marvellous Tendency likewife to | 


Digreffions; infomuch thet if a contiderable Perfon 
was mentioned in his Story, he would ftraitway 


launch out into an Epifode of him; and again, .if. 


in that Perfon’s Story he had occafion to remember 
a third Man, he broke off, and gave us his Hiftory, 
and fo on. He always pot me in Mind of what 
Sir William Temple intorms us of the Tale-tellers 
in the North of Jrelavd, who ‘are hired to tell 
Stories of Giants and Enchanters to lull People a- 
fleep. Thefe Hiftorians are'obliged, by their Bar- 
gain, to go on without topping; fo that after the 
Patient hath, by this Benefit, enjoyed a long Nap, 
he is.fure to find the Operator proceeding in his 
Work. Ned procured the like Effe& in me tlie 
laft time 1 was with him. As’ te was in the third 
Hoar of bis Story, and very thankful that his Me- 
mory did not fail him, | fairlynodded in the Elbow- 
Chair. He was much affronted at this, till [ told 
him, Old Friend, you have your Infirmity, and I 
have mine. Sia ca : 
But of all Evilsin Story-telling,. the humour of 
telling Tales one after another, in great Numbers, 
is the leaft fapportable. Sic Harry Pandolf and his 
Son. give my Lady Lizard great Offence in this 
Particular, Sic Harry hath what they call a String 
of Stories, which he tells over every Chriftmas, 
When our Family vifits there we are conftantly, 
after Supper, entertained with the Glaftembary Thorn. 
When we have wondered at that a little, Ay, due 
Father, faith the Son, let us have the Spirit in the 
Wood. ‘After that hath been laughed at, Ay, dat 
Father, cries the Booby again, tell us Low you ferv- 


ed the Robber. Alack a day! faith Sic Harry with © 


_ aSmile and rubbing his Forehead, I have almoft 
forgot that, but "tis a pleafant Conceit to be fure. 


Accordingly he tells that, and twenty more, in tht 
fame independent Order, and without the leaft Va: 
riation, atthis Day, as he hathdone, tomy Know 
ledge, ever.fince the Revolution. ‘Ff muft not for. 
get avery odd Complement that Sit Harry always 
makes my Lady when he’dines*here. After Din. 
ner he froakes his Belly, and fays with a feigned 
Concern in his Countenance, Madam, I have lof 
by you to Day. How fo? Sir Harry, replies my La 
dy. Madam, fays he, I have loft an excellent Sto 
mach, At this, his Son and Heir laughs immode- 
rately, and winks upon Mrs. Asnabella. This is 
the thirty thitd time that Sie Harry hath been thus 
Arch, and I can bear it molonger. =... 

As the telling of Stories is a great Help and ‘Life 
to Converfation, I always encouragethem, if they are 
pertinent-and innocent; in Oppofitionto thofegloo- 
my Mortals, who difdain every thing but Matter 
of Fa&. Thofe grave Fellows are my Averfion, 
who fift every thing with the utmoft Nicety, and 
find the Malignity of a Lie in a piece of Humour, 
puthed a little beyond exa& Truth. I likewife have 
a poor Opinion of thofe, who have got a Trick of 
keeping a fteady Countenance, that cock theit Hats, 
and look glum when a pleafant Thing is faid, and 
ask, Well! and what then? Men of Wit-and Parts 
fhould treat one another with Benevolence; : and [ 
“will lay it down as a Maxim, that if you feem to 
have -a good Opinion of another Man’s Wit, he 
will allow. you 'to have Judgment. eRe 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 
For the Benefit of Leveridge, 


To thofe People of Quality. and Gentlemen’ who 
have dorehim she Honour of r¢eivieg his Tickers.with 


non Reddenda ; this is to give Notice, that the Mufick . will-begin @ 


Smptioncrs Hall near Ludgate; this Day, being the a Infant, at 7.¢ 
Clock ; and chat chofe who have net Tickets already, may Have them 
at the Hall Door. MN, B. The Mufick will.be performed by the'Gen- 
thmenof.the Opera, * ** oe 

For the Benefit‘of Mr. Geree, -. : 

At Girdlet’s: Hall in Bafinghall-ftreet near Guild- 
hall, on. Thurfday the goth’ Inftant, w: Bed gorgneam a Con/ore of 
Vocal aod Inftramental.Mufick, By feveral cm nent Mafteis, To 
begin at Six a Clock, More, There will be Country Danciagaftér che 
Confort is ended, Price a &. 6d. each Ticker, Spy 

Ju Publithed, 


A Demonftration of the Exiftence, Wifdomand 
Omnipotence of a God». érawn from the Kaowledge ot Nature, pat- 
ticularly of. Man, (By the Archbifhop of ‘Cambray, Awhcr ¢f Tele 
mic us, and Tratflatcd frem the French by the fame Hand ‘thar 
Eng\fh'd that exccHent Piece. So'd by J. Round in Exchange-Al- 
ley in Cornhjl, W. Taylor ‘and J; Baker in Poter-nofter-Row, Wi 
Brand and J. Kene at the Middle Temple Gare in Fleet- fit: ct. 
Where may be had the Lives of the Duke of Marlborough and Prince’ 
Eugene of Savoy, with both their Fffigies, Price 45. : 

- Te be Sold,: by Wholefale or Retale, . ; 


Fifty Hogtheads of excellent new French Cla: 
rece and White Wine, of the true Flavour, newly lahded, to com: 
re with eny Parcel, To enc :urage.a quick Sale, will ‘be Sold 
tom eighteen to twenty Pounds p:z Hogthead, and by the Gallon’ 
at feven Shillings, Nore, Inc-uragement will be given to thofe chat 
take a Quantity: Ary Gentleman or Rerailer, fencing a Penuy-Poft 
Letter ur Servant to the French Wine-Vaulc und Skinact’s Hall 
in Eibow Lane, may be fupplyed with Care. Conftant Acendance 
being given, 





LONDON: Printed for  Tonfon in the Strand, and Sold by 
A. Baldwin in Warwick-Lane 





where Advertifements are taken in. 1713. 
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